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Religion plays a vital role in our communities. Religious 
values inform appropriate patriotism and inspire 
political action. Although religious beliefs and practices 
can impact American politics, religion’s in�uence on 
politics warrants close scrutiny.

More and more, religion is being used as a tool to 
in�uence policy and advance political strategy. And, 
increasingly, one voice is taking precedence over 
another. America’s shared values are being replaced by 
values that advance only particular sectarian interests. 
Religion’s powerful healing force is being severely 
compromised.

America contains a vast diversity of people. Religion 
should elicit respect and facilitate understanding among 
all of them. Real solutions for the problems addressing 
our nation will come only from people who respect and 
appreciate diversity. Interfaith Alliance, as the strong and 
inclusive religious voice that America wants and needs, 
offers this guide as a means of af�rming the integrity of 
religion and protecting the vitality of our democracy.

In 2016, political candidates on both sides of 
the aisle used religion as a political tool . . . 
you don’t need to resort to these same, often 
manipulative tactics when communicating with 
voters about who you are and what you believe.
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COMMUNICATING RESPECTFULLY IN THE 
WORLD’S MOST RELIGIOUSLY DIVERSE NATION



 APPROACHING RELIGION WITH INTEGRITY

1. YOU CANNOT FAKE AUTHENTICITY

��	����������������
�������	����������������•����������������•������
��������������������������������������������������������������
� ��������������������������������������	��������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������•�����������������������������

����	��������������������������������		���������	��������������
�������������������	��������������������������������������������������
€�������������	�������������������������������������������������������� ��
������������������������������������������������������������������������
‚���������	������������������������������������������

ƒ�����������	�����������„������������������������������������������
��������������������‚�����������������
�����������������������������
����������������������	���������������������������	�����������������
�����������������
����	�����������

SOME TIPS TO KEEP IN MIND:
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It is religious to do the work of politics and 
government well without ever voicing a religious 
phrase. In fact it’s more religious than constantly 
using religious language without ever doing the 
challenging work of guaranteeing liberty and justice 
for all people in a diverse and pluralistic society.

2. “PEOPLE OF FAITH” IS NOT A VOTING BLOC
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3. DON’T SUGGEST THAT SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY CAN BE   
    TRANSFERRED INTO POLITICAL AUTHORITY
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4. TALK ABOUT YOUR FAITH, NOT THE FAITH OF YOUR OPPONENTS
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5. RESPECT RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
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6. DON’T LET YOUR OPPONENT OR THIRD PARTY GROUPS   
    CLAIM TO SPEAK FOR ANY PARTICULAR FAITH 
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SPEAKING IN HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Political candidates welcome opportunities to make public 
appearances during a campaign, but an invitation – sought or 
offered  – to speak at a house of worship raises questions for the 
candidate, and ultimately, for the house of worship. Federal tax 
laws place restrictions on what houses of worship can and cannot 
do in relation to political campaigns. People in the pews care 
about these laws and take into consideration a candidate’s respect 
for them as well.

7. IF YOU CHOOSE TO SPEAK IN A HOUSE OF WORSHIP, RESPECT  
    IRS GUIDELINES AND RESPECT THE INTEGRITY OF RELIGION 
��������������€…������������������������������������������������������
����������‘��������‘�����•�����•���������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������€…�������������������������� �
Œ�������•�������������������������� ‘� �	����������������������������� �
����������������������������������������	�
���������������������������
������������������›������
�����������������������������������������
�������������	�������	��������	������������	������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������€…���������
���
���������������������������������������‰�����	��������������������
†�������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������	��
���



ˆ��������	�	�����������������������	�������������������������
�����������œ���������
���������������������������������������������	������
�����	�����	����������������������	��������������

8. DO YOUR RESEARCH
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9. DON’T ASSUME THAT AGREEMENT ON RELIGION    
    GUARANTEES AGREEMENT ON POLITICS
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10. AVOID QUESTIONNAIRES FOR PARTISAN “FAITH-BASED”   
      VOTER GUIDES
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Religion serves this nation and each of its citizens 
best when allowed to function as religion – a source 
of compassion, a comforting presence, a prophetic 
voice, a summons to our best selves, an inspiration 
for helping the weakest and poorest among us.



THINK ABOUT HOW YOUR FAITH WILL IMPACT YOUR 
DELIBERATION AND SUPPORT FOR POLICY MATTERS. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and President John F. Kennedy 
struck a balance between drawing upon their faith for personal 
inspiration and the Constitution for political inspiration. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke to Democrats and 
Republicans in the same way. His interest was not to curry 
favor but to contribute to the common good. The issue was 
not partisan politics but civil rights, not party loyalty but social 
justice. He did not go to Gallup polling to �nd his values or 
to the head of the Republican National Committee or the 
Democratic National Committee to �nd his direction. His faith, 
values and direction came from scripture, conscience and need.

In 1960, then-presidential candidate John F. Kennedy 
addressed the speci�c matter of his Catholicism with wisdom, 
stating that the issue was not what kind of church he believed 
in but what kind of America he believed in. He left no doubt 
about that belief: “I believe in an America where the separation 
of church and state is absolute.” Kennedy pledged to address 
issues of conscience out of a focus on the national interest, not 
out of adherence to the dictates of one religion. He pledged 
that if at any point a con�ict arose between his responsibility 
to defend the Constitution and the dictates of his religion, he 
would resign from public of�ce.

Are you prepared to consider the Constitution, 
rather than your faith, as the highest authority 
for serving the people whom you represent?



THE LANGUAGE OF VALUES
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DOES THIS POLICY:
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Recent court decisions, including Citizens United v. Federal 
Election Commission, have changed some of the rules about what 
business and nonpro�t corporations are allowed to say about 
candidates and elections, but these decisions have not changed 
the rules that apply to houses of worship and other 501(c)(3)s, 
which are still prohibited from directly or indirectly supporting or 
opposing any candidate for any public of�ce.

FAITH TRADITION /  
Name of House of Worship

Things to know before entering /
while in House of Worship

BAHA’ISM
Meet in homes or
community centers

�|  No requirements for clothing or head covering.

BUDDHISM
Temple

�|  Attire is usually casual.

�|  Members and guests may sit on meditation                
�F�X�V�K�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���W�K�H���À�R�R�U��

�|  Chanting is optional for guests.

�|  Do not talk during services.

CHRISTIANITY
Church

�|  The pulpit is considered a sacred desk from 
which the minister proclaims the “word of God.”

�| ���,�W���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���R�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�R���N�Q�H�H�O���D�Q�G���V�L�Q�J�����$�V�N���¿�U�V�W��

�|  Who is offered communion varies among 
the different faith communities. Communion 
�L�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G���D�V���D�Q���D�F�W���R�I���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K��
�&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�L�W�\�����7�U�\���W�R���¿�Q�G���R�X�W���E�H�I�R�U�H�K�D�Q�G��

HINDUISM
Temple

�|  Clothing for men and women is casual, no 
head coverings required.

�|  Shoes are removed before entering the main 
area of the temple.

�| ���&�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�Q�W�V���V�L�W���R�Q���W�K�H���À�R�R�U��

�|  Silence is expected, except during chanting.

ISLAM
Mosque

�|  Women are required to cover their head with 
a scarf; clothing should cover arms and hems 
are below the knee.

�|  Shoes are removed in the entryway and not 
worn inside the mosque.

�|  Non-Muslim guests will be advised to sit 
separately from Muslims. Men and women 
may also be seated separately.

�| ���*�X�H�V�W�V���D�O�V�R���P�X�V�W���V�L�W���R�Q���W�K�H���S�U�D�\�H�U���U�X�J���R�Q���W�K�H���À�R�R�U��

The impact of Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission



FAITH TRADITION /  
Name of House of Worship

Things to know before entering /
while in House of Worship

JUDAISM
(Reform, Conservative,
Reconstructionist, 
Orthodox)
Temple, Synagogue

�|  For men, a yarmulke (small head covering) 
is required in all Orthodox and Conservative 
congregations and some Reconstructionist 
and Reform congregations. They are available 
just before one enters the main sanctuary.

�|  For women, some Conservative synagogues 
require a hat or another head covering and 
open-toed shoes are inappropriate. In Orthodox 
congregations, clothing covers the arms, hems 
are below the knees, heads are covered and 
men and women are seated separately.

�|  Kneeling is not a part of any Jewish service.

�|  Kiddush or oneg Shabbat (reception of coffee, 
tea, fruit, etc.) is held after each service. Wait 
for blessings over the bread and wine to be 
said before eating/drinking.

QUAKERISM
(Religious Society of Friends)
Meetinghouse

�|  Attire is casual. 

�|  Guests are not required to speak but can feel 
free to offer a prayer.

ROMAN CATHOLICISM
Church

�|  Guests are expected to stand when others do. 
Prayers and kneeling are optional.

�|  Communion is not required. Only Catholics 
are encouraged to participate.

SIKHISM
Gurdwara

�|  Men and women should remove their shoes 
and cover their head with a hat or scarf. 
�*�X�H�V�W�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���V�L�W���R�Q���W�K�H���À�R�R�U�����I�D�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W��

�|  It is optional to sing or bow to the Siri Guru 
Granth Sahib (compilation of sacred writings 
covered in cloth at the front of the room).

�|  Guests are expected to accept prasad (sweet 
pudding), which is considered a blessing from 
the Siri Guru Granth Sahib.

�|  Langar (sacred food) is served after the ser-
vice and available to all.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM
Church

�|  Guests are expected to stand when others do. 
Prayers are optional. There is no kneeling.

�|  Dress is often casual.
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SUMMARY: DO’S AND DON’TS AT THE 
INTERSECTION OF RELIGION AND POLITICS

DO:

�| ��…������•�������	����������������������������� � �
†	��������������„

�| ������
����������������������������������������������� �
��������������������������„

�| ������
�����������������������������������������������„

�| �����
��������������������������	�Œ��������������������������
�������������‚���	����������������������	��������������� �
������	����������„

�| ��•������������	���������������������������������������������
������������	�������������������
���������������	������

DON’T:

�| ��ž�
�������������������������	������„

�| ��•���	������������	�����		������Œ�����������������
������������	�������„

�| ����������
����������
��������������������������������� �
���������������������������������	������������„

�| ��†��������������������	�������Š��„

�| ��¢���������������� ��������������������������„

�| ��¢����������������������������������������������	„

�| ��•�������������������������������������������	���	����� �
�������������������������„�

�| ��›������������������������������������������



STATE OF BELIEF,  
A RADIO SHOW ON RELIGION AND POLITICS

HOSTED BY THE REV. DR. C. WELTON GADDY

Each week, Rev. Gaddy offers listeners critical analysis of 
news at the intersection of religion and politics, and seeks to 
provide listeners with an understanding of and appreciation 
for religious freedom. Rev. Gaddy tackles politics with the 
�rm belief that the best way to secure freedom for religion 
in America is to secure freedom from religion. State of Belief 
illustrates how the Religious Right is wrong for America and 
bad for religion.

Through interviews with celebrities and newsmakers and 
�eld reports from around the country, State of Belief explores 
the intersection of religion with politics, culture, media and 
activism, and promotes diverse religious voices in a religiously 
pluralistic world.

State of Belief is a production of Interfaith Alliance.

Visit WWW.STATEOFBELIEF.COM for local listings, streaming 
audio and frequent blog updates.

ABOUT INTERFAITH ALLIANCE 

Interfaith Alliance celebrates religious freedom by championing 
individual rights, promoting policies that protect both religion and 
democracy and uniting diverse voices to challenge extremism.

Interfaith Alliance was created in 1994 to celebrate religious 
freedom and to challenge the bigotry and hatred arising from 
religious and political extremism in�ltrating American politics. 
Today, Interfaith Alliance has members across the country from 75 
faith traditions as well as those of no faith tradition.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 
INTERFAITHALLIANCE.ORG/ELECTIONS

2101 L Street, NW, Suite 800, Washington, DC 20037 
TEL: 202.466.0567 WEB: interfaithalliance.org


