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Overview

[bookmark: _GoBack]Faith communities are powerful agents for social change. As we move into the next phase of the COVID-19 pandemic, faith leaders are critical advocates for vaccination and public health measures. But the Religious Right is waging a predictable war against COVID-19 precautions, manipulating the crisis to fund their own political projects.

In response, Interfaith Alliance and partners are spreading a positive vision of public health and religious freedom that emphasizes the shared responsibility to protect our communities and ensure resources go toward those most in need. 

Talking Points 

· Central to every faith community is the obligation to care for one another. In our homes, our schools, and our religious institutions we protect the most vulnerable when we abide by public health guidelines. 

· Faith communities are powerful agents for social change. In this phase of the pandemic and beyond, we can set an example of true leadership. Now is the time for people of faith to use their prophetic voice to save lives. 

· Unfortunately, throughout the pandemic, the Religious Right and their allies have railed time and again against lifesaving measures that would stop the spread of COVID-19. From masks, to social distancing, to vaccines, commonsense measures backed by science have been under consistent political attack. 

· At the same time, these same forces are using the COVID-19 crisis to further their political interests at the expense of the American people.

· Across the country, we are seeing statewide officials -- many of whom have historically allied themselves with the Religious Right -- pushing for taxpayer-funded vouchers that allow students to attend private institutions if they or their parents do not want to comply with mask mandates. 

· As people of faith, we have a responsibility to care for the most vulnerable - including our children. That means following public health guidelines, whether masking, social distancing, or getting vaccinated. And as defenders of true religious freedom, we must be vigilant in ensuring taxpayer dollars go where they are most needed, and not toward institutions that aren’t bound by nondiscrimination protections.

· Taking money from public schools and allocating it toward private, often religious institutions has been a longtime goal of the Religious Right. Last year, the Trump administration authorized government funding for private and parochial schools under the guise of COVID-19 relief - and now, we are seeing these efforts replicated on the state and local levels with anti-mask vouchers. 

· Public schools are a cornerstone of our communities. They are a gathering space where no child is unwelcome because of who they are, what they believe, or how they learn. Now is the time to invest in community support – not divert public money toward private religious institutions at the expense of church-state separation.

Sample Social Posts 

As people of faith, it is our responsibility to look out for one another. That means getting vaccinated and following public health guidelines. Let’s all #PlayOurPart to prevent the spread of #COVID19. [LINK AND/OR GRAPHIC]

Public health shouldn’t be political. But the Religious Right is manipulating the #COVID19 pandemic for their own gain. As people of faith and conscience, we must  #PlayOurPart to protect our communities. [LINK AND/OR GRAPHIC]

TAKE ACTION: Together, faith communities can stop the spread of COVID-19 if we all #PlayOurPart by continuing to follow CDC guidelines and encouraging others to protect themselves. [LINK AND/OR GRAPHIC]

People of faith can be powerful agents of change. This fall, let's #PlayOurPart to prevent the spread of COVID-19. [LINK AND/OR GRAPHIC]
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