
6/14/2019 Pride Shabbat Haftarah | Sefaria Source Sheet Builder

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/179715?editor=1 1/2

Pride	Shabbat	Haftarah
Rabbi	Ariel	Stone

This	special	haftarah	chanted	in	honor	of	Pride	Shabbat	is	taken	from	the	words	of	the	Prophet	Isaiah.	The	
central	verse	is	from	chapter	56:	"I	will	give	them	in	My	House	a yad	v'shem,	an	everlasting	Name	and	
Remembrance."	This	reassurance	to	those	who	have	been	marginalized	by	patriarchal	Jewish	community	was	
originally	addressed	to	the	saris,	a	person	who	was	without	functioning	reproductive	organs.	It	has	come	to	be	
understood	in	many	other	ways,	among	them	as	a	declaration	of	love	for	all	human	beings,	and	an	
understanding	that	we	are	all	equally	precious	in	the	sight	of	HaShem.
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(1)	HaShem	declares:	Observe	what	is	right	and	do	
what	is	just;	for	soon	My	salvation	shall	come	and	
my	deliverance	be	revealed.	(2)	Happy	is	the	one	who	
does	this,	who	holds	fast,	who	keeps	the	Shabbat	and	
does	not	profane	it,	who	refrains	from	doing	evil.	(3)	
Let	not	the	stranger	who	has	come	among	us	say,	“I	
will	not	be	accepted”,	and	let	not	the	saris	say,	“I	am	
a	withered	tree.”	(4)	HaShem	says:	“As	for	the	saris	
and	the	tumtum	who	keep	My	Shabbat,	who	have	
chosen	that	which	is	good,	and	hold	fast	to	My	
covenant, (5)	I	will	give	them,	in	My	House	and	
within	My	walls,	a	monument	and	a	name	better	
than	sons	or	daughters.	I	will	give	them	an	
everlasting	name	which	shall	not	perish.	(6)	As	for	
strangers	who	come	to	our	community	seeking	to	
serve	in	love,	all	who	keep	the	Shabbat	and	who	hold	
fast	to	the	sacred	covenant,	(7)	I	will	bring	them	to	
My	sacred	mountain,	and	let	them	rejoice	in	My	
house	of	prayer.	Their	gifts	and	their	offerings	shall	
be	welcome	on	My	altar;	For	My	House	shall	be	
called	a	house	of	prayer	for	all	peoples.”	(8)	Thus	
declares	HaShem	our	God,	who	gathers	those	who	
are	scattered,	distanced	and	dispersed:	“I	will	gather	
still	more	to	those	already	gathered.”	(9)	All	you	wild	
beasts,	come	and	try	to	devour,	all	you	beasts	of	the	
forest!	(10)	The	police	are	blind,	all	of	them,	they	
perceive	nothing.	They	are	all	dumb	dogs	that	cannot	
bark;	they	lie	sprawling,	they	love	to	drowse.	(11)	The	
dogs	are	greedy;	they	never	know	satiety.	As	for	the	
shepherds,	they	know	not	what	it	is	to	give	heed.	
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Everyone	has	turned	his	own	way,	every	last	one	
seeks	his	own	advantage.	(12)	“Come,	I’ll	get	some	
wine;	let's	swill	liquor.	Tomorrow	will	be	the	same,	
or	even	better!”	(1)	The	righteous	one	perishes,	and	
no	one	considers;	gentle	and	good	people	disappear,	
and	no	one	gives	thought	to	the	fact	that	it	is	because	
of	evil	that	the	righteous	is	swept	away.	(2)	Yet	they	
shall	yet	know	peace,	they	shall	have	rest	on	their	
couch,	those	who	walk	in	right	and	good	ways. 
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